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Analyzing the Poem Sea of Faith by John Brehm
Step 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]The title "Sea of Faith" presupposes the notion of plenty of faith since it has been used as a metaphor. In actual sense, a sea is a large body of water covering a large earth surface and surrounding its landmass (Klemeshev et al., 2017). So I expect the poem to present an artistic presentation of an abundance of faith and also elaborate on the source of faith since it is the real sea where people acquire different resources for their satisfaction. I envisage an informal poem since the poem's subject matter is from our day to day encounters hence it would easier be explained from an informal conduit. Free verse poetry employs a conversational tone that is predicated on the non-adherence of rigidities of rules allowing the use of non-conventional grammar use different from the formal poetries that abide by the grammatical dispensations to fit in a particular form.
Step 2
The poem is centered on the questions posed to a teacher who is trying to elaborate a point to the fulfillment and understanding of the students. The poet is a teacher "Once when I was teaching…" trying to tutor his students about Dover Beach and its use of figurative language until when a student expressed her challenge in understanding the concept (Brehm 846; line 1,2). Dover Beach is a poem that articulates the attenuation of faith because of the rise of the scientific revolution, where the Christian faith's lack of scientific assertion would lead to its loss of popularity (Arnold and Creeley). The teacher is surprised the student thought the Sea of Lake was an actual sea to the point of being irritated to answer her sarcastically, but he says otherwise to save her of the humiliation (Brehm 846-847; line 12-33). My anticipation of the poems subject matter is entirely fulfilled since it is premised on the "Dover Beach" poem that focuses on the issues of faith, while I am also surprised by the student who thought that the Sea of Faith is an actual place that ought to be basic knowledge to a freshman.
Step 3
The poem was not entirely simple to decipher, courtesy of a few alien features and figures of speech used in its composition. Dover Beach is a place on the border of England and France where Mathew Arnold honeymooned in 1851, where he wrote his poem on the diminishing influence of Christianity, "Delaware Maps & Facts." The poet uses satire, "Oh Christ, I thought, is this where we are?/Next year I'll be teaching them the alphabet…." to illustrate how ignorant the student was on basic issues that he thought he might as well start on teaching her the foundational before embarking on the basic of poetry (Brehm 846-847; line 13-29). Indeed, the student was not equipped with fundamentals concomitant to a freshman.
Step 4
The poem has an exhaustive message directed to a particular audience to effectively disseminate information and impart understanding. The speaker in the poem is a teacher "….. I was teaching…" since throughout the poem, he describes the interactions he has with his students ( Brehm 846; line 1). He is a teacher with the particular obligation to teach poetry; hence he sarcastically thinks within himself on teaching the students geography, history, and basic arithmetic to help them understand physical features in the world thus be aware that the Sea of Hope is not a place (Brehm 846). As a teacher, he is obliged to instruct his students to the best of their knowledge on the mastery of poetry as a subject
The target audience is the students. He intends to inform of how imperative it is to be aware of basic features that are important in studies to ensure smooth and easy learning devoid of ignorant inhibitions. He also targets people who are dubious of faith like himself "…then emerge again able to believe in everything…." Since he later softens his stance on the student and views the question in an optimistic view (Brehm 847). He hoped that there would be a sanctuary of faith where you go and emerge with certainty and ask questions that are then simply answered.
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